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This  week:s  letter  from  our  regular  correspondent  in  Washington,  D.C., 
begins  with  a  question  —  a  momentous  question. 

s  it  ever  occurred  to  ycu,  "  she  asks,   "to  wonder  what  happened  to 

a  certain  Jill,  who  went  up  a  certain  hill  with  a  fellow  named  Jack?  Jack, 

you  remember,  fell  down  and  broke  his  crown,  and  Jill  came  tumbling  after.  .  . 
3ut  what  happened  after  that? " 

Tell,  I'm  sure  I  don't  know.     Or  at  least  I  didn't,  until  I  read 
this  letter  from  Washington,  containing  a  report  which  explains  everything. 
It  took  the  l*-H  Club  girls  of  Dallas  County,  Texas,   to  answer  the  question 
of  what  happened  to  Jill.     I  should  say,   the  4-H  Club  girls  and  a  clever 
assistant  county  home  demonstration  agent,  named  Alpha  Lynn.    Miss  Lynn 
gave  the  girls  of  her  county  31  demonstrations  in  mending,  using  as  her 
theme  song,  "What  happened  to  Jill  when  Jack  broke  his  crown." 

Miss  Lynn,  being  a  practical  person-  reasoned  that  if  the  fall  down 
the  hill  was  severe  enough"  to  break  Jack's  crown,  it  certainly  must  have 
damaged  Jill's  clothing,  even  if  it  didn't  crack  her  head.     So  Miss  Lynn 
divided  her  mending  demonstration  into  five  parts,  to  show  her  4-E  Club  girls 
what  must  be  done  for  Jill. 

First,  they  sewed  up  the  runners  in  Jill's  hose.     Then  they  learned 
how  to  darn  the  hole  in  the  elbow  of  Jill's  sweater,  and  how  to  patch  a  tear 
ir.  her  n«  dress.    Next,  they  had  to  sew  on  the  shoulder  straps,  the  hooks 
and  eyes  and  snaps  which  had  popped  off  in  every  direction  when  Jill  tumbled 
down  the  hill.     Last,  and  this  was  certainly  a  friendly  gesture  —  they 
equipped  Jill's  sewing  box  with  everything  she  needed  to  keep  her  clothes  m 
repair. 

Altogether,  the  693  Dallas  County  4-E  girls  mended  6.0CC  garments 
during  one  year,  1933-    At  ten  cents  a  garment,  their  mending  was  worth  $oCC. 
They  also  equipped  37C  sewing  boxes. 

All  this  I  learned  from  a  report  sent  me  by  our  Washington  corres- 
pondent, a  report  of  4-E  clothing  clubs,  which  contains  a  foreword  by 
Gertrude  L.  Warren,  who  has  charge  of  the  organization  of  4-H  Club  work. 
Ir.  1933,  according  to  Miss  Warren,  325.CCO  farm  boys  and  girls  were  enrolled 
in  4-H  clothing-club  work,  by  far  the  largest  enrollment  in  any  4-E  project. 
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I  wish  I  had  time  to  tell  you  about  the  clothing  clubs  in  each  State. 
Here's  Alabama,  with  a  "sack-dress  revue"  —  dresses  made  of  feed  sacks, 
sugar  sacks,  flour  sacks  —  white  dresses  and  dyed  dresses,  with  hats  and 
purses  to  match.    And  the  cost  ranged  from  below  five  cents  to  a  quarter. 
Clever  people,  these  k-E  Club  girls'. 

I owa  had  a  "well-groomed-girl"  contest;  Minnesota  had  a  thrift  project 
3  grand  champion  thrift  outfit  was  a  two-piece  dress,  made  from  flour  or 
feed  sacks,  with  a  swagger  coat  and  hat,  trimmed  in  a  brown  print  gingham. 
The  ensemble  was  quite  as  smart  as  a  linen  outfit.     In  Mississippi,  the  cloth- 
ing program  was  not  only  a  matter  of  making  clothes,  but  also  of  making  them 

istically  and  economically ;  of  learning  to  use  the  farm  income  to  advantage 
and  to  dress  better,  in  bad  times,  on  far  less  money.   .  . 

"ell,  as  our  Washington  correspondent  remarks,  it's  no  wonder  the  k-E 
Club  girls  look  so  smart  when  they  come  to  Washington  in  June  for  their  annual 
"camp"  —  they've  learned  the  secrets  of  being  well-groomed. 

And  here's  one  more  State  that  must  be  heard  from  when  it  comes  to 
4-K  Club  achievements  —  the  State  of  Montana.    We'll  let  a  k-E  Club  girl 
tell  us  the  story.     Here  it  is,   entitled  "My  Club  Story,"  by  Evelyn  Bjorge  — 
I'll  read  just  what  Evelyn  has  written: 

"Yesterday  I  conducted  a  little  private  achievement -day  program  and 
judging  contest,  to  which  I  invited  my  mother  and  my  dear  friends,  me  and 

elf.    Arranged  upon  a  table  in  a  neat  row  lay  the  stockings  whose  holes 
I'd  darned  with  such  tremendous  care,  the  hand  towel  I'd  hemmed,  the  pot 
holder  which  had  caused  me  so  much  grief  when  I  attempted  to  make  the  edges 
meet,  and  lastly  the  breakfast  cloth  whose  eight  decorative  parrots  gave  no 
indication  of  the  part  they'd  played  in  my  schooling  in  the  virtue  of  patience 
Nearby  also,  were  an  apron  and  a  school  dress,  which  lent  quite  an  air  to  a 
wardrobe  cn  display. 

"In  the  course  of  the  afternoon,  my  mother  and  I  discussed  club  work  in 
general,  and  its  benefits  to  me  in  particular;  this  is  what  we  decided: 

"To  the  rural  boy  or  girl,  the  practical  experience  afforded  by  a  k-E 
club  is  invaluable  in  several  ways.     One  of  these  is  the  knowledge  gained  in 
the  particular  project  taken  up  by  the  individual.    For  instance,  I  myself, 
although  of  mid-teen  age,  knew  very  little  about  the  essentials  of  sewing. 
The  making  of  doll  clothes,  when  I  was  extremely  youthful,  and,  later, 
embroidery,  had  been  the  extent  of  my  achievements  in  the  sewing  line.  It 
goes  without  saying,  then,  that  a  new  course  of  study  was  opened  up  to  me 
w-ien  I  joined  the  Busy  Stitchers'  Club.     Certainly,  all  girls  ought  to  be 
able  to  boast  the  feminine  accomplishments  of  sewing  and  cooking,  and  a  U-H 
club  gives  each  one  a  chance  to  do  just  that." 

And  that's  all  of  Evelyn  Bjorge' s  U-H  Club  story,  as  it  was  sent  to 
us  by  our  Washington  correspondent. 
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